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 Welcome to the   

 

 Edition! 

Hello everyone and welcome to the 

summer edition of the Child Advocacy 

Newsletter it has been some time since 

the previous newsletter was published 

back in October 2015, and we do 

apologise, but the latest newsletter is here 

and we have sourced some really 

interesting new stories for you.  

This edition of CAN will focus on research 
and policy influence and broader training 
and partnership initiatives the Women’s 
Council are developing for working with 
children and young people 

 

Relevant information regarding what is 
happening around WA in local communities, 
including any training and broader research and 
partnership initiatives the Women’s Council are 
developing for working with children and young 
people including workshops, fundraisers, etc.  
 

I look forward to hearing from you with 

feedback and fresh ideas for the future of child 

advocacy in WA – Enjoy! 

  

 

 

 

Literature and article reviews of 

current data trends in relation to 

domestic violence. .  
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Have your say 
If you would like to make suggestions, comment on the article above or comment on any other article in the Summer edition of CAN please send us your feedback. 

We would love to hear from you!  

 

Email projectofficer@womenscouncil.com.au 
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Profile of the season: 

Gumie Mukondwa 

Arrived here from Zimbabwe (Africa) 2009 and worked as a teacher and has a diploma in 
teaching, with 8 years’ experience working with children in primary school settings.  

Gumie’s passion for working with children, particularly with young girls in delivering 
empowerment classes after school covering various topics such as sexual assault also lead 
her into a role as frontline counselling assessing a variety of needs including HIV and 
homelessness to add her array of skills and experience. 

Gumie joined the team at Lucy Saw as a student completing her diploma in Community 
Services during her work placement. She was offered the role as child advocate, which she 
was delighted and continues to align with her passion for working with children. Her role in 
assisting the assessment of trauma and safety for children and their health needs. But also 
working with parents around their advocacy and providing respite. 

Gumie hopes that in the future the work she does will help to break the cycle of violence 
for children and lead to positive and healthy relationships delivered through schools. 
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What’s happening at your refuge…  

 

Step Up & Speak Out is an 8 week program that challenges attitudes around acceptability of young people using violence towards their 

parents. 

 The group program is aimed at providing young people and their parents with the skills to restore and repair family relationships. The 

group will guide parents on how to respond to violence in their home, access support from other parents and learn new skills together with 

their young person.  The young people’s group will teach that abusive behaviour is not acceptable and assists in developing new skills for 

young people to overcome using abusive forms of behaviour. 

 One of the benefits of the program is to create a respectful and safe environment to educate young people and their parents on what is a 

respectful healthy relationship. The program will engage young people and their parents to develop new problem solving skills. 

Keeping families safe during the program is an overriding principle of the program.  Before joining the group all participants are required to 

meet the group facilitators for an assessment.  This will involve a 45min to 1hr appointment. 

Please contact Pat Giles Refuge details listed on the flyer for more information.   
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Ochre Ribbon Launch  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February, Dorinda Cox and Simi Chugani attended the launch of the Ochre Ribbon Campaign held at the Aboriginal Alcohol and Drug 

Service in East Perth.   

The event was significantly chosen by staff and Board members of the Aboriginal Family Law Service (AFLS) to commemorate the death of 

Susan Taylor in 1999 at the Swan Valley Nyungar Camp.  

The launch was opened by Troy Williams (Board member at AFLS) who performed the master of ceremonies role and welcomed Mr Barry 

McGuire to perform a moving Welcome to Country.  

The keynote speaker Mr Jim Morrison spoke about the importance of raising the awareness in Aboriginal communities and role of men in 

protecting women and children.   

CEO of AFLS Mary Cowley also spoke to provide background to the campaign and its hopes for the future.   

We wish AFLS every success in their future work and look forward to our collaborative partnerships for Aboriginal Family Violence matters in 

WA.  
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Variety Toy Bank   
 

 

 

 

 

On the 15th of March Women’s Council staff and Child Advocate Samantha Tristram-Howard attended the Variety Toy Bank Promoting Respect 

Luncheon.  Here, members of the public are given an opportunity to give back and donate a new toy for the children at refuges across Western 

Australia.  

Held at Frasers Restaurant, Kings Park the event began at 12pm and included and address by former Variety Toy Bank Patron Tonya McCusker AM, a 

presentation from Port School Principal Barry Finch and Raf Fecondi on the Promoting Safety and Respect program and entertaining host Pip 

O’Connell.  

Beginning in 1994, the Women’s Council has partnered with Variety Toy Bank bringing joy to children who have escaped domestic and family violence 

situations currently sheltering in women’s refuges. The gift of a toy brings the children hope.  Additionally, the proceeds from raffles, auctions and 

direct donations will help continue to fund the Promoting Safety and Respect program run by the Women’s Council in conjunction with schools in the 

metropolitan area.  

It was estimated this function contributed $14 000 worth of toys - a huge effort by the guests. The Women’s Council acknowledges the work of Toy 

Bank Chair, Judy Paioff and the Committee and thanks them for their passionate support to help ensure that all women and children in Western 

Australia live free from domestic and family violence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CHILD ADVOCATE | SUMMER EDITION  8 

 
 

International Women’s Day  

High Tea function  
 

This year on Friday March 10 WCDFVS held their 5th  International Women’s Day event celebrating with a scrumptious Sparkling High Tea and raising 
money to help women and children to make a fresh start after living in a violent relationship with all funds being raised going to the Funds for 

Freedom campaign. . 
The event was well attended with approximately 200 people in attendance including many dignitaries and special guests.   

We heard a wonderful Welcome to Country by Aunty Oriel Green and presentation by Professor Donna Chung, Diana Warnock did a fabulous job as 
our Master of Ceremonies.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
About Funds for Freedom 

 
The Funds for Freedom (FFF) aims to assist women and children with the opportunity to make a fresh start, after fleeing their homes because of 
domestic and family violence. It gives women and children back the right to live without fear with freedom and with love. 
For families forced out of their homes due to violence the need for financial support is a number one priority when seeking to re-establish themselves 
in a new household. Essential items such as fridges and washing machines are costly items and the FFF will provide grants that will assist women to 
purchase white goods without having to repay a loan. Your support will make a real difference in the lives of many women and children in Western 
Australia.  Your donation will give hope of a better life to women and children who are looking to make a fresh start after living in a violent 
relationship. The Women’s council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WCDFVS) is a Public Benevolent Institution (PBI status). All donations over 
$2.00 are tax deductible. Donations of new white goods and monthly financial contributions are also accepted and greatly appreciated. 
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Telstra Easter Egg Appeal 
In March Telstra kindly donated some Easter treats to our refuges, these treats were picked up along with toys from the Variety Toy bank function 

from our West Perth office  - thank you to the refuge staff for coming in and also for the great pictures! 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trauma Bears  
The concept of Trauma teddies is a worldwide one, Marion Gibson first started knitting “trauma teddies” 15 years ago, after she saw fire-fighters give 

cuddly toys to children fleeing bush fires. After seeing how much comfort they gave them she started making gifts for children caught up in 

hurricanes, conflicts and other disasters around the world. A consultant in psychological trauma management, Marion has written a book based on 

her experiences in treating people who have suffered so much. So far, she has helped send thousands of teddies around the world 

These examples are being made by Jennifer Wang Bears for the Knit 4 Charity Australia's monthly charity drive in January, and here is the link to a 

FREE pattern her blog post http://jenniferwangbears.com/kanyini-bear-pattern/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://jenniferwangbears.com/kanyini-bear-pattern/
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ANROWS National Research Conference 2016  
 

 

 

 

From Tuesday 23rd – Thursday 25th February 2016 Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS) held its inaugural 

conference – Violence against Women: Research to Policy and Practice.   

Translating ANROWS research into policy and practice is the specific focus of this conference. Each session featured one of nineteen ANROWS 

research projects (under four strategic research themes). 

Theses research themes are: 

1. Experience and impacts. 

2. Gender inequality and primary prevention. 

3. Service responses and interventions. 

4. Systems. 

Please follow the link to see some of the Research projects happening in these research themes across Australia.  

 http://media.aomx.com/anrows.org.au/s3fs-public/page-attachments/ANROWS%20Research%20Program%202014-

16%20(Part%201)%20v%202015.07.06.pdf 

Researchers presented key findings to kick-start facilitated discussions on how the findings are currently being used, and how they might inform 

future work. Policy-makers, practitioners and researchers were encouraged to share experiences, ideas and advice on how the research can drive 

policy development and service responses and practice. 

The conference was a fantastic opportunity to connect, reflect and innovate 

The conference offered a diverse range of conference presenters who covered a wide breath of research knowledge in the sector.   

Day 3 of the conference provided more children specific information, including Dr Rae Kaspiew, Australian Institute for Family Studies presentation on 

DFV and parenting and Megan Mitchell, National Children’s Commissioner presentation on Freedom from violence: the rights issue of our time.   

Also, here is the link to a great interview with Professor Cathy Humphries from University of Melbourne 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lifematters/children-and-family-violence/7198344 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PHOTO: Shirley Slann (ANROWS Director), June Oscar OAM, Elizabeth Broderick (Former Sex Discrimination Commissioner), Victoria Hovane 

(ANROWS Director) and Heather Nancarrow (ANROWS CEO). 

 

 

http://media.aomx.com/anrows.org.au/s3fs-public/page-attachments/ANROWS%20Research%20Program%202014-16%20(Part%201)%20v%202015.07.06.pdf
http://media.aomx.com/anrows.org.au/s3fs-public/page-attachments/ANROWS%20Research%20Program%202014-16%20(Part%201)%20v%202015.07.06.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lifematters/children-and-family-violence/7198344
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Perpetrator Interventions Research Stream 
ANROWS is currently inviting applications for funding under the Perpetrator Interventions Research Stream Grants which opened on 1 February 2016 

and closes at 5pm AEST 28 April 2016. Information on how to apply for this grants round can be accessed at ANROWS's Current grants webpage.  

The Commonwealth Government has commissioned ANROWS to implement a dedicated Perpetrator Interventions Research Stream. The research 

stream is a priority within the Second Action Plan of the National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children 2010-2022.  

"Perpetrator interventions" refers to the many interventions with perpetrators of violence in Australia, including interfaces with the community 

sector, and interventions within the context of the civil, criminal, child protection and family law systems, in addition to men's behaviour change 

programs and other related programs. 

See the ANROWS website for more information, grant round closes 28th April 2016. 

 http://anrows.org.au/research-program/perpetrator-interventions-research-program 

 

 

 

 
Play Therapy Training  
The Heart and Practice of Child Centered Play Therapy training was delivered on 2,3 and 4th of March 2016 at the Trade Winds Hotel by Donna Berry 

and Shawn Marie Rutland from the Australia Play Therapists Association (APTA) Australia’s peak professional non for profit play therapy association.   

The Heart and Practice of Child Centered Play Therapy workshop is an introduction to the wonderful world of humanistic Child Centered Play 

Therapy, a deeply respectful, evidence based form of counselling and psychotherapy for children from 2-10 years old. In this Play Therapy approach, 

the Play Therapist enters the world of the child, following the child’s lead, developing a safe place and a relationship of trust. Play is the child’s natural 

language and the toys can be used like words. Child Centered Play Therapy fosters the child’s innate potential, encouraging the unique development 

and inner growth of the child. It provides opportunities for early intervention and healing for children experiencing emotional, psychosocial, 

behavioural and/or developmental difficulties. 

In this workshop, participants learnt about Child Centered Play Therapy practices and principles in a safe and supportive environment. We look 

forward to hearing more about how many of these strategies can be successfully integrated into other counselling approaches, work roles and 

settings with children.  

Thank you to Donna and her team for organizing the 10 places on the course for our workers.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://anrows.org.au/research-program/grants/current-grants
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/the-national-plan-to-reduce-violence-against-women-and-their-children/second-action-plan-media-hub
http://anrows.org.au/research-program/perpetrator-interventions-research-program
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Australian Association of Social Workers Training  

Exploring failure to identify CSA in Institutions 
This workshop will explore the requirements of a ‘child safe’ organization and provides an opportunity to start conceptualising, planning and taking 

action, for the inevitable changes that will be in the findings from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse to service 

delivery when working with children and young people, and creating child safe organisations. 
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Train the Trainer  
The next round of Train the Trainer training will take place on April 11-13th 2016, we are offering a 3 day unique, very exciting and very specialised and 

intensive PROMOTING SAFETY AND RESPECT TRAIN THE TRAINER program that informs and skills Refuge Workers to have the confidence and 

competence to deliver gender-based violence prevention education to children and young people in school communities via inclusion into the school’s 

curriculum. Once the refuge workers are trained they will be equipped to go into schools and deliver the Edition 3 Promoting Safe and Respectful 

Relationships Learning Modules, developed by the Women’s Council Domestic and Family Violence Services, to students in high schools in their local 

areas. 

Please see the attached flyer, registration form and application for travel and accommodation for our rural and remote workers. 
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Protective Behaviours Training 

  

 
 

Protective Behaviours WA are running two Level 1 training workshops in April and June 2016.   

Protective Behaviours provides children with strategies to keep themselves safe and cope with situations that 

threaten their wellbeing, such as child abuse, bullying and domestic violence.  The program empowers the individual 

with the right to feel safe and sets out ways in which they can gain the appropriate help when they are not feeling 

safe.  In order to work towards preventing children becoming victims of abuse, it is important to educate children 

about their rights to personal safety. 

This workshop aims to do exactly that, through teaching the ten topic areas, including the two themes, three core 

concepts and five strategies of the Protective Behaviours program 

There will also be a Masterclass for Level 2/3 running soon – so stay tuned! 
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What’s happening in Government? 
 

Discussion Paper consultation  

Earlier Intervention and Family Support Strategy 

Please take a look at the contents of the discussion paper and consider the practice implications for this Strategy. 

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Resources/Documents/Earlier%20Intervention%20and%20Family%20Support%20Strategy%20-

%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf 

Western Australia’s Family and Domestic Violence Prevention Strategy to 2022 

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/WA%20FDV%20Prevention%20Strategy%20to%202022.pdf 

Summary of amendments to the Children and Community Services Act 2004  

Current amendments to the Act as at January 2016  

http://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Organisation/Documents/Summary%20of%20amendments%20as%20at%201%20January%202016.pdf 

Research for Child Protection Ministerial Council  

Women’s Council will be conducting some research on women and children’s experiences of the service system, we will be conducting a series of 

consultations to provide recommendations to improve the way agencies including police, courts and child protection respond to women and children 

as victims of domestic and family violence. This may also include examples of good practice that can be highlighted and used to further strengthen 

the system response. We are aiming to hold focus groups in metropolitan and regional refuges in June/July this year – dates to be confirmed.   

For more information please contact us at info@womenscouncil.com.au 

Perpetrator Accountability  

Please see Pages 21 – 40 for women and children specific information.  

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/Perpetrator%20Accountability%20in%20Child%20Protection%20Practice.pdf 

‘Youth says no’ 

Great resource for Youth specific activities. 

http://www.youthsayno.wa.gov.au/about/ 

Discussion paper consultation 

Out of home care reform  

Please consider the implications with the contents of this discussion paper, the main areas of interest are how the Department of Child Protection and 

Family Services are hoping to align legislation with permanency planning policy and other OOHC reforms. 

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildrenInCare/Documents/Legislation%20Consultation%20Paper.pdf 

Parent Support Service  

The Parent Support service works with hard to reach parents of school aged children up to 18 years who are involved in: 

- antisocial behaviour 

- criminal activity 

- truancy (only if in combination with one or both of the above behaviours). 

Parent Support is targeted at parents who find it hard to ask for help, or who may have had trouble working with other services. 

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/SupportingIndividualsAndFamilies/Documents/ParentSupportDLreferrers.pdf 

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Resources/Documents/Earlier%20Intervention%20and%20Family%20Support%20Strategy%20-%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Resources/Documents/Earlier%20Intervention%20and%20Family%20Support%20Strategy%20-%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/WA%20FDV%20Prevention%20Strategy%20to%202022.pdf
http://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Organisation/Documents/Summary%20of%20amendments%20as%20at%201%20January%202016.pdf
mailto:info@womenscouncil.com.au
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/Perpetrator%20Accountability%20in%20Child%20Protection%20Practice.pdf
http://www.youthsayno.wa.gov.au/about/
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildrenInCare/Documents/Legislation%20Consultation%20Paper.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/SupportingIndividualsAndFamilies/Documents/ParentSupportDLreferrers.pdf
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Save the Dates  

Dignity 2017 

    

 

2016 Schedule for Child Advocate Meetings 
All meetings will be held at Women’s Council office, City west Lotteries House, 2 Delhi St, West Perth  

Wednesday 20th April 2016  

Wednesday 20th July 2016 (to include Refuge Managers) 

Wednesday 21st September 2016  
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