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ABOUT THE EVENT 

The goal of the two-day conference was to focus on shar ing models of good pract ice 

around the variety of ways in which we can work to wards advancing chi ldren’s and young 

people ’s wellbeing. I t  also served to provide an exchange of ski l l s ,  knowledge and 

exper ience between practi t ioners in the domestic and fami ly violence sector,  and other 

relevant f ie lds.  Seeing the chi ld as a cl ient in their own right was also a key message.  

The two-day conference was divided into two dif ferent themes.  

 

DAILY THEMES 

Day 1 

Day 1 of the conference had a focus on providing attendees with information on services, programs, 

and resources to support young victims of domestic and family violence.  

Day 2 

Day 2 of the conference will had a focus on providing attendees with information on perpetrators, 

including; what motivates them to harm women and children, and what programs are proving to be 

effective in holding them accountable for their choice to be poor fathers and husbands/boyfriends. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Women's Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WA) would like to acknowledge that 

the conference was held on Nyoongar land, and we would like pay our respect to Nyoongar elders 

past and present.  

“Ngaala Kaaditj Nyoongar moort kayen kaadak nidja boodja” 

“We acknowledge Nyoongar people as the original custodians of the land”. 

 

The Women’s Council would like to also acknowledge and extend our respects to Aboriginal women, 

who for thousands of years have preserved their cultures and practices, despite facing the brunt of 

disadvantage and inequality.  

 

 

 

 

During the dreamtime, the Waugal (Noongar Rainbow serpent) created the Swan and Canning Rivers. 

This conference was be held on Noongar whadjuk country, near the banks of the Swan River (picture from 

Google Images). 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF STAFF 

The project officer for Keeping Kids Safe would like to acknowledge the following Women’s Council 

staff for their contribution to the two-day conference. The event would not have been a success without 

their hard work, thank you. 

 

Angela Hartwig for her wonderful MCing and Stream facilitation on Day 2 and helping to facilitate 

Streams 2 & 4 on Day 1. Thank you to Angela for also closing the conference with Anne Moore at the 

end of Day 2. 

Anne Moore for welcoming delegates to the conference on Day 1 and MCing and facilitating 

Streams 1 & 3 for the rest of Day 1. For also facilitating Stream 3 on Day 2. Thank you to Anne for 

also closing the conference with Angela Hartwig at the end of Day 2. 

Bernie Sermon for attending the conference on both days to perform the time-keeping duties and 

also take detailed notes in Streams 1 & 3. 

Carolyn Wall for helping to organise the conference with Lorren Stainton, get HESTA to sponsor the 

event, sit at the Funds for Freedom table on Day 2 and be the photographer on Day 2 also. 

Janette Richardson for greeting and registering delegate into the conference, and for also helping at 

the Funds for Freedom desk on Day 1. 

Jeanette Counsel for greeting and registering delegates into the conference. 

Julie Jackman for her wonderful presentation on the Promoting Respect Project and for taking 

photographs of other presenters and delegates. 

Lynda Diagne for her wonderful presentation on the Promoting Respect Project and for facilitating 

part of Stream 2 on Day 1. 

Simi Chugani for attending the conference on 

both days to perform the time-keeping duties 

and also take detailed notes in Streams 2 & 4. 

Stephen Hartwig for recording Keynote 

presenters and two other presentations so that 

Women’s Council members can access the 

training online, and helping with the set-up and 

maintenance of IT during the two days. 

 

Thank you to all of the staff who probably went 

over and beyond their assign duties and fulfilled 

much more than what is listed here. Well done to 

the Women’s Council team on working together 

to produce a great event. 

 

The Women’s Council team with Angela Russo, 

founder of Funds for Freedom at the 2015 

International Women’s Day High Tea. 
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“Wilma the Wishing Witch 

wishes everyone to find a very 

nice house when leaving the 

Refuge.” 

 

– Girl, aged 9 living in refuge 

with her mother to escape 

violence. 
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Australian of the 

Year – Rosie Batty 

(image from 

Australian of the 

Year awards website) 

A MESSAGE FROM ROSIE BATTY – AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR 2015 

A message from Rosie Batty was read out to the delegates of the conference and included in the 

conference booklet: 

“I am disappointed that I was not able to address today the delegates of the “Supporting Children & 

Young People who have Experienced Domestic & Family Violence” Conference.   

The past two months has been an amazing journey.  

I am honoured and privileged to have been named as Australian of the Year and a founding member of 

the Federal Government’s national advisory panel to prevent violence against women.  Yet these roles also 

bring a huge responsibility.  

The thousands of messages and requests for support that I have received in such a short time only further 

highlight the magnitude of family violence in this country and the many issues and hurdles women and 

their children encounter in the current family violence system. 

If Luke hadn’t died in such an extreme way, I’d just be one of those ‘family violence’ people no one listens 

to. But given the circumstances of my son Luke’s death, I am committed to supporting women and children 

affected by the trauma of family violence. 

Family violence is a serious and complex issue affecting all communities whether in Australia or globally.  

It requires a gender specific, family violence service to provide the appropriate specialist family violence 

response to a woman and her children. It is critical that there is adequate funding for these services.  

Funding must also be made available to train and equip front line workers with the skills and knowledge 

to better understand family violence and be able to provide an immediate response for women and their 

children who are at risk of serious injury or death.  

These frontline services include specialist family violence response workers, the Family Court and Justice 

System, medical and health practitioners - in fact any agency that supports those impacted by violence at 

the hands of a perpetrator. 

Given the heightened focus of family violence in light of recent tragedies, 

including Luke’s death, I am disappointed that state and federal governments 

have or are considering funding cuts to essential specialist family violence 

services for women and children living with violence across the country. 

A key focus in my roles as both Australian of the Year and a member of the 

Federal Advisory Panel to prevent violence against women will be to urge 

governments to come to their senses, look at the issues and provide the 

necessary funding to support the specialist family violence system.  

I want to tell everybody that family violence happens to everybody.  No 

matter how nice your house is, how intelligent you are.  It happens to anyone 

and everyone.   

If I can prevent further tragedies such as what I have experienced, I will know 

my efforts and commitment will not have been in vain. - Rosie Batty, March 

2015” 
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CONFERENCE MCS 

The conference MCs were Ms. Anne Moore Chair, Women’s Council for Domestic & Family Violence 

Services (WA). Anne was the MC for the first day of the conference. She introduced Oriel Green, 

Nyoongar elder, and Minister Helen Morton, Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services; Child 

Protection. She then went on to introduce key note speaker Prof. Cathy Humphreys, other keynotes for 

day 1, and was the MC for Streams 1 and 3. Anne was also the MC for Streams 1 and 3 on Day 2. 

The other conference MC was Ms. Angela Hartwig CEO, Women’s Council for Domestic & Family 

Violence Services (WA). Angela was the MC in Streams 2 and 4 on Day 1. On the second day of the 

conference, Angela was the main MC. She welcomed everyone back to Day 2, and went on to 

introduce the key note speaker, Dr. Nicole Leggett, Department for Child Protection and Family Support 

(DCPFS). Angela was the MC for the day, and MC for Streams 2 and 4.  

Both Anne and Angela make an excellent team and did a fantastic job together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Anne Moore (right) thanks delegates for attending with Ms. Angela Hartwig at the end of 

Day 2 of the conference 
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KKS WEBSITE LAUNCHED BY MINISTER MORTON  

The Keeping Kids Safe (KKS) website has been created to expand the reach of the Women's Council 

for Domestic & Family Violence Services (WA) (WCDFVS) KKS project. The KKS project aims to: 

1. Support mothers and their children in Refuges to ensure children’s needs are met 

2. Ensure children are engaged in education, health and community recreation; 

3. Develop local protocols between Refuges and; schools and health professionals, to ensure the 

needs of children are met, and; 

4. Ensure Child Advocates in Refuges are provided with training and resources to ensure 

good practice and optimum outcomes for children. 

This website will assist in delivering these outcomes by engaging children and young people in 

education about domestic and family violence. It will serve as both an early intervention tool for 

children to identify and define different types of abuse and seek help, and also a preventative tool 

to teach children how to be safe and develop safety plans. 

Not only will it be for children and young people, it will also be aimed at parents and carers. The 

KKS website will address some of the myths and misunderstandings around domestic and family 

violence; information on safety planning and how to create your own personal safety plan; an 

analysis of the perception that women can simply pick up and leave violent homes with their children; 

YouTube clips of men talking about domestic and family violence as being a men's issue; general 

information to help parents and carers teach their children how to be safe, and; information that 

challenges victim-blaming attitudes. 

The website is also for practitioners working in 

the area of domestic and family violence, to 

inform them about:  

 Upcoming training events; 

 Safety Planning; 

 Programs to Support Children & Young 
People; 

 Resources to Support Children & Young 
People; 

 Art Therapy Activities; 

 Community Grants for Children; 

 And much more… 
 
There will also be a special section for WCDFVS 
members.  
 
The KKS website provides resources 

and information to kids, teens, parents/carers 

and practitioners, and offers links to other great 

websites and organisations in the 

Western Australian community and beyond. 

Please access the KKS website at this address: 

www.kkidssafe.com. Hon. Minister Morton launches the Keeping Kids 

Safe website at the conference, developed by the 

project officer (sitting to the right) 

http://editor.wix.com/html/editor/web/renderer/render/document/454358a3-c8d8-4426-9b32-2d650e0fbc53?metaSiteId=cf909299-5e3f-43cb-97d3-14c428d9208e&editorSessionId=1D6ABD5A-ECFE-4865-B479-C27B71A2AEB8&isEdited=true&&lang=en#!myths--misunderstandings/c21kl
http://editor.wix.com/html/editor/web/renderer/render/document/454358a3-c8d8-4426-9b32-2d650e0fbc53?metaSiteId=cf909299-5e3f-43cb-97d3-14c428d9208e&editorSessionId=1D6ABD5A-ECFE-4865-B479-C27B71A2AEB8&isEdited=true&&lang=en#!safety-planning/c1578
http://editor.wix.com/html/editor/web/renderer/render/document/454358a3-c8d8-4426-9b32-2d650e0fbc53?metaSiteId=cf909299-5e3f-43cb-97d3-14c428d9208e&editorSessionId=1D6ABD5A-ECFE-4865-B479-C27B71A2AEB8&isEdited=true&&lang=en#!why-do-women-stay/chzm
http://editor.wix.com/html/editor/web/renderer/render/document/454358a3-c8d8-4426-9b32-2d650e0fbc53?metaSiteId=cf909299-5e3f-43cb-97d3-14c428d9208e&editorSessionId=1D6ABD5A-ECFE-4865-B479-C27B71A2AEB8&isEdited=true&&lang=en#!its-a-mens-issue/cf69
http://www.kkidssafe.com/
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS keynote speakers have been listed in order of appearance 

Over the two day event, there were five key note addresses carried out by seven highly esteemed 

presenters. Listed in order of appearance, the key note addresses were by: 

Prof. Cathy Humphreys Professor of Social Work, University of Melbourne  

Presentation Notes 

On the first day of the conference, Prof. Humphreys presented on the new research project she is 

undertaking called The Pathways And Research In Collaborative Inter-Agency working (PATRICIA) Project.  

Prof. Humphreys gave an overview of domestic and family violence (DFV) for delegates, before speaking 

about the project specifically. She commented that children and young people should always be at the 

center of service provision.  

Presentation Abstract 

This two-year project will focus on the relationship between statutory child protection, family law, and 

community-based services, gathering and analysing evidence synthesised through a participatory action 

research process to strengthen the co-design of the service systems. An Advisory Group (government and 

non-government stakeholders) will play a critical role in this process. The intended outcomes are to foster 

the use of evidence to enhance greater cross-sector collaboration to support women and their children; 

and stronger accountability for perpetrators of domestic abuse. The over-arching research question is: 

What are the elements that facilitate differential pathways and appropriate service system support for 

the safety and well-being of women and children living with and separating from family violence in an 

integrated intervention system? The proposed research will involve (1) conducting a scoping review of 

evidence specific to collaborative work in the fields of child protection, family law and D/FV; (2) 

analysing current data from state child protection systems to understand the differential service pathways 

for a diverse group of women and children living with D/FV; and (3) applying the identified criteria for 

effective collaboration to case study sites in WA, NSW and Victoria. 

 

“It’s the children the world almost breaks who grow up to save it” – Frank Warren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Cathy 

Humphreys 

describes how 

children can be 

overwhelmed with 

fear after 

experiencing 

domestic and family 

violence 
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Ms. Amanda Paton and Ms. Natalie Hall Director of Therapeutic Services, 

Parkerville Children & Youth Care and Director of Research & Quality, Parkerville Children & 

Youth Care 

Presentation Notes 

On the first day, Amanda and Natalie presented on the Child Advocacy Centre (CAC) model and what 

Parkerville is doing here in Western Australia (WA) to try to initiate change. They presented on: A closer 

look at Child Sexual Abuse and the Child Advocacy Centre model: considerations for policy and practice. 

Natalie presented first and gave an overview of the history of CAC models, both internationally and here 

in WA. She provided statistic on abuse against children and advocated for the need for our society to 

have these CACs. Natalie also spoke about the work they are doing with the WA Police and the Office of 

the Director of Public Prosecutions. Amanda gave more specific details about the ways in which therapists 

support children and young people that have experienced abuse.  

Presentation Abstract 

This presentation aims to provide attendees with an overview of child sexual abuse in Australia, explore 

the Child Advocacy Centre model and how this model can be used to enable better therapeutic outcomes 

for children and young people. One in four girls and one in six boys will experience sexual abuse before 

they are 1 years of age. Across Australia, more children are coming into the out of home care system each 

year due to a myriad of abuse and neglect related issues. A capacity for a child and family to overcome 

their experience of child sexual abuse is shaped by a number of factors; arguably one of the most 

important factors as service providers and policy makers, is the impact that we have on their experience. 

The Child Advocacy Centre model is used in over 900 centres around the world, and is being embraced in 

different forms across Australia, including the George Jones Child Advocacy Centre in Armadale.  The 

model requires a centre based approach where the child and family attend the one family friendly space 

to access all services from forensic interviewing, medical examination and therapeutic services.  It further 

promotes the provision of a safe, welcoming and respectful environment where the children and their 

families can find consistency and comfort following their traumatic experience; they are lead through this 

journey by a Family Advocate who under the model supports the family from intake, interview, 

examination, and therapy and ongoing until the family no longer requires a co-ordinated response.  The 

Advocate role looks to strengthen the family’s resilience in the knowledge that child abuse is often not the 

only stressor the family has experienced. We will explore this model and how it can improve experiences 

for children and their family and in turn improve their therapeutic outcomes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Natalie Hall presents to attendees at the conference as a keynote speaker on day 1 
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Dr. Nicole Leggett Manager, Domestic & Family Violence Unit, DCPFS 

Presentation Notes 

Nicole gave a critical analysis of the child protection practices we use in WA. She critiqued the traditional 

child protection stance on empowering the non-offending parent (in the overwhelming majority of cases 

the mother) to protect her child. This view is not helpful in reducing the rates of reporting to the DCPFS, 

and making any lasting changes. She argued that if the system can change to take on a stance that holds 

the perpetrator accountable for their use of violence, the statistics on offending rates will reduce 

dramatically. She emphasized the need to link in with other agencies and fight against DFV collectively.  

Presentation Abstract 

Child protection agencies have historically focused their responses to family and domestic violence on 

increasing the safety and protectiveness of mothers. This approach has led to responses that place 

responsibility on mothers for stopping the perpetrators use of violence which in many cases has led to an 

increase in the danger posed to the woman and her child/ren and created a revolving door for child 

protection agencies as the perpetrator continues to use violence.  

This presentation will provide an overview 

of reforms being implemented across the 

Department for Child Protection and 

Family Support to prioritise perpetrator 

responsibility and accountability in 

responses to family and domestic violence. 

Case studies will be used to provide 

examples of practice changes and 

discussion will be facilitated about the 

best ways that child protection and family 

violence services can work together to 

promote the safety and wellbeing of 

women and children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Hartwig thanks Nicole Leggett for 

her presentation and tells delegates to ask 

their questions during the morning tea 

break as we ran overtime with so many 

audience questions for Nicole. 

 

 

Dr Nicole Leggett presented on Day 2 of 

the conference on Perpetrator 

Accountability in Child Protection Practice. 

Find the DCPFS resource here.  

 

http://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/CrisisAndEmergency/FDV/Documents/Perpetrator%20Accountability%20in%20Child%20Protection%20Practice.pdf
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Dr Lara Fergus and Dr Emma Par tridge Director, Our Watch and Coordinator, Our 

Watch 

Presentation Notes 

Dr. Fergus and Partridge presented on Day 2 of the conference on the new development of a national 

framework to prevent DFV. The presentation was entitled: Development of the new National 

Framework to Prevent Violence Against Women and their Children.  

Presentation Abstract 

No country in the world has a national, evidence-based road map to prevent violence against women 

and their children in a coordinated way. As part of the National Plan to Reduce Violence against 

Women and their Children 2010-2022, Our Watch is partnering with the Victorian Health Promotion 

Foundation (VicHealth) and Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety 

(ANROWS) to create one. 

 

Prevention of violence against women and their children requires a sustained effort across all levels of 

society. The National Framework to Prevent Violence against Women and their Children will provide 

the guidance and support to make this happen. The National Framework will bring together the 

international research, and nationwide experience, on what works to prevent violence. It will establish 

a shared understanding of the evidence and principles of effective prevention, and present a way 

forward for a coordinated national approach to prevention across jurisdictions and sectors. 

The Framework is currently being developed, with comprehensive stakeholder consultations on a draft 

being undertaken around the country between February and April 2015. The Framework will be 

launched in mid to late 2015. Lara and Emma will provide an outline of the goals of the Framework 

and the broad principles underpinning it, and an update on the development process to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Lara Fergus (left) and Dr. Emma Partridge present on the national framework 
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Ms. Amanda Burrows Senior Public Prosecutor, Office of the Director of Public 

Prosecutions 

Presentation Notes 

Amanda Burrows gave a presentation about the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for the 

State of Western Australia (ODPP).  She presented on how people working with clients can assist in 

the judicial process. Her presentation was entitled: Domestic and Family Violence Prosecutions – How 

are you involved?   

Ms. Burrows spoke about the role of the ODPP and how they are working together with Parkerville to 

achieve better justice outcomes for children and young people. She was also quite critical of the law, 

and stated that there was room for improvement when it came to charging perpetrators. There is 

provision in the law to charge harsher penalties for children abuse from ages 0-12, but then lesser 

sentences for those abused aged 13-16. Therefore, if a child cannot remember whether they were 12 

or 13, the judge will usually rule that they were 13 and the accused with get the lesser sentence.  

She also stated that practitioners should make very clear case notes, never assume information or ‘fill 

in the blanks’, and never make judgements unless you are an expert in your field and your input is 

warranted.  

Presentation Abstract 

The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (“ODPP”) is the primary prosecuting authority in the 

District and Supreme Courts of Western Australia.  A significant proportion of the prosecutions 

conducted by the ODPP involve allegations of intrafamilial physical and sexual abuse.  As such the 

ODPP often has involvement with first responders and counsellors with acute and long term counselling 

roles and the involvement and actions of those parties, in turn, can have significant impact on the 

outcome of prosecutions. 

This presentation will focus on 

the role of the ODPP in 

prosecuting alleged offenders 

of domestic and family abuse, 

and what sorts of impacts the 

involvement of care and 

assistance providers can have 

in that context.  It will address 

the progress the legal system 

has made in accommodating 

victims of domestic violence, 

and how all agencies can 

work together to ensure the 

continual improvement of the 

experience of such victims in 

the judicial process.   

 

 

 

Amanda Burrows explains the ODPP’s role in deciding 

whether a trail can go ahead 
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SHORT SESSION PRESENTERS 

Phil Croot Program Advisor, Variety 

Presentation Notes 

Mr. Phil Croot introduced himself to the delegates and gave a very 

brief overview of the work that Variety does in the community. He 

then went on to speak about Variety Toy Bank’s association with the 

Women’s Council and the projects we are working on together. He 

mentioned the SKAFI App and the Promoting Respect Project which 

is due to be rolled out at Port Community School this year. 

Presentation Abstract 

Variety WA is in its 35th year of operation in Western Australia.  

During that time it has established itself as a significant provider of 

assistance for children under the age of 18 with special needs and/or disadvantage.  Focusing on 

unmet need, the children’s charity seeks to fill the gaps in support for families that are doing it tough.  

Variety is proud to partner with the WA Women’s Council through the Variety Toybank program.  

Support has included thousands of toys for displaced children and families in WA domestic violence 

refuges, providing Protective Behaviours resources for refuge staff, funding the Safe Kids and Family 

(SKAFI) app development and most recently the roll out and expansion of the Promoting Respect 

program in high schools. 

 

Sarah Anderson Honours Research Student, Curtin University 

Presentation Notes 

Ms. Sarah Anderson is an honours student from Curtin who is being 

supervised by Prof. Donna Chung. She attended the conference to 

promote her research and recruit participants from refuges to have input 

into the study. 

Presentation Abstract 

“Honours Research Project Title: Safety planning with women and 

children experiencing domestic violence”. The aim of the research is 

to explore what influences and informs safety planning processes 

carried out by women’s refuge workers, with women and children 

experiencing domestic violence. In particular, Sarah would like to 

explore the views and experiences of workers currently in management 

or front-line support roles in women’s refuge services which will provide important information around 

the delivery of domestic violence support services in Western Australia. Sarah plans to use the 

information to develop a research thesis and journal article. Participants will be sought from both 

metropolitan and country/rural areas who will be invited to take part in a focus group and/or 

individual interview (face-to-face, telephone, skype) of no more than one hour in length. Sarah can be 

contacted via her Curtin University email address: sarah.r.anderson@student.curtin.edu.au  

mailto:sarah.r.anderson@student.curtin.edu.au
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FUNDS FOR FREEDOM 

Funds for Freedom (FFF) is run through the Women’s Council, and was founded by a 

survivor of domestic violence, Angela Russo. FFF is to support women and children to 

live a life free from domestic and family violence and give hope where all hope has 

gone. The FFF aims to assist women and children with the opportunity to make a fresh 

start, after fleeing their homes because of domestic and family violence. It gives women 

and children back the right to live without fear with freedom and with love. 

The Women’s Council have a strong commitment to continue the FFF project and is committed to 

holding FFF stalls at major events such as the Silent March, or Conferences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FFF merchandise displayed on the table on Day 2 (bottom), Janette sits with the FFF merchandise and Raffle 

hampers which were drawn on Day 1. 
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE WOMEN’S COUNCIL 

During the conference three raffles hamper prizes were won by three lucky delegates. The MCs 

Angela and Anne, asked Prof. Cathy Humphreys if she would like ot draw the raffle. She declined as 

she had bought raffle tickets and didn’t want to seem bias. Angela drew the winning ticket and the 

first prize went to Prof. Cathy Humphreys. She could not 

believe her luck. The whole room laughed along with 

Cathy and the MCs Angela and Anne as they 

presented Cathy with her hamper. The second and 

third prizes were also announced and the two winning 

delegates came forwards to collect their prize.  

The Women’s Council was able to raise $40 from the 

raffle which will go into the general funding account 

where the Women’s Council will be able to put these 

funds towards anything they like and think will be of 

most benefit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegates were 

told of the Raffle 

to raise money for 

the Women’s 

Council on Day 1 

by one of the 

Conference MCs, 

Anne Moore. 

There were three raffle hampers to win. The first 

prize was donated by ECO TAN and also 

contained a bottle of white wine. The second prize 

was an assortment of bathroom products, and the 

third prize was a hair-care hamper. 

Prof. Cathy Humphreys is very happy after 

just declining to draw the raffle, but 

winning first prize. 
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CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP 

The Women’s Council was able to secure sponsorship for the conference through the Keeping Kids 

Safe project. One project outcome listed was the organization and running of a two-day conference 

aimed at addressing domestic and family violence against children and young people. The Women’s 

Council was provided with $10 000 through the project to run the conference. The Keeping Kid s Safe 

project s funded through the Department for Child Protection and Family Support. 

The project support for this event, Carloyn Wall, was able to contact HESTA and seek sponsorship 

from them. We were able to raise $150 from HESTA for having a stall at the conference for them. 

 

 

Major Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minor Sponsor 
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WOMEN’S COUNCIL FOR DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICES 
(WA) BRAND MESSAGING 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banners 
At the conference the two Women’s Council Banners were 

displayed in each of the two rooms we were using. The Women’s 

Council Organisational Banner was placed in the main room at 

the front of the stage where it could be in the background of 

photo and video shots. The Silent March Banner was placed in the 

other break-out room so it too could be in the background of 

shots. 

 

Conference Bags 

At the conference delegates were provided with bags which 

contained the conference booklet, 1800 RESPECT bumper sticker, 

and other resources. The bags were made from paper, and were 

a vibrant purple colour. They very clearly had the Women’s 

Council logo both sides of the bag and the website address down 

the side. 

 

USB Pen 
The pens that were also placed in the conference bag had the 

Women’s Council logo on them. They had a USB that inserted into 

the end of each pen and was held in place magnetically. Both the 

pen component and the UBS component contained the logo. 

 

Polo Shir ts 

The project officer wanted the staff to look uniform at the 

conference, so white polo shirts were ordered with the purple 

logo on them. each staff member wore a polo shirt except for the 

MCs. 

Julie, Simi and Lorren wearing 

their polo shirts and purple 

lanyards at the conference so 

that delegates can identify 

them as staff 
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FACILITATING NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES  

The Women’s Council, through the conference, was able to facilitate some great networking 

opportunities for the delegates. During break times delegates congregated in the break-out room. 

This was an opportunity for them to introduce themselves to one another and speak about eh work 

they do with children and young people.  

 

There was also a sundowner at the end of Day 1 where delegates were able to stay back and have 

a beer, wine or soft drink and enjoy platters of food, while networking. 

 

In the evaluation for the conference, delegates were asked several questions, one of which was:  

“What did you find most relevant for you about the conference and why?”. Many of the delegates 

answered that while the presenters and topics where very interesting, it was also the opportunity to 

meet people from agencies where they refer clients to, understand their referral process and the ways 

in which other agencies operate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegates at the conference networking with each other during the lunch breaks 
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REPRESENTATION 

Over the two day conference, there were 91 delegates in attendance. The table below shows where the 

delegates came from and how many there were in their respective categories. 

Table 1. Summary of delegate attendees 

 
Agencies 

 
Number of delegates 

 
Specifics 

 

 
 
 
Other NGOs 

 
 
 

29 

10 from ‘other’ 
5 from Communicare 
5 from Victoria Park Youth Accommodation 
3 from Adventist Development & Relief Agency Australia 
2 from Save the Children 
2 from Goldfeilds Women’s Health Care Centre 
1 from Headspace – Broome 
1 from Salvation Army – Tasmania 

 
 
 
 
 
Refuges across WA 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

4 from Starick 
4 from Rise Network 
3 from Pat Giles 
2 from Koolkuna 
2 from Orana 
2 from Wooree Miya 
2 from Albany Women’s Centre 
2 from Lucy Saw 
1 from Rebecca West 
1 from Pat Thomas 
1 from Stirling 
1 from South West Refuge 
1 from Ruah 
1 from Warrawee 

 
Government 
Agencies 

 
17 

7 from Dept. CPFS 
6 from Dept. Attorney General 
3 from Dep. of Health 
1 from Dep. of Defence 

 
 
 
 
WCDFVS1 

 
 
 
 

10 

Angela 
Bernie 
Carolyn 
Janette 
Jeanette 
Julie 
Lorren 
Lynda 
Simi 
Stephen 

 
 
Academic 
Institutions 

 
 
8 

1 from UWA 
1 from Curtin 
1 from Notre Dame 
1 from Challenger TAFE 
1 from University of Melbourne 
3 from Unknown 

 
Total 

 
91 

 

                                                
1 Anne Moore identified as a staff member of Lucy Saw in her registration for the event 
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Child Advocates; Dr Meredith Green (speaking) 

and Ms. Karis Clements (seated) presenting their 

workshop. 

ABSTRACTS & BIOGRAPHIES: DAY ONE 

Day 1, Stream 1: Refuge and other Family Violence Services   

Presentation Notes 

Dr. Meredith Green and Ms. Karis Clements gave delegates an idea about what holiday programs 

they run for the children and young people in Refuge with their mothers. They outlined two specific 

programs: a self-defense program and a program that uses animals to teach children how to be 

gentle and kind. They identified six core strengths of children and young people to build on in their 

programs: 

1. Attachment (mother-child) 

2. Self-regulation 

3. Affiliation 

4. Attunement 

5. Tolerance 

6. Respect 

They also noted that in order for the programs to be the most effective and successful they can be, 

there needs to be a consistent staff to child ratio. Around 1:3 is recommended. 

Presentation Abstract 

Holiday Program – skills and strategies…not forgetting fun! Co-written by Karis Clements, Rebecca 

West House, co-written and presented by Dr. Meredith, Green, Patricia Giles Centre. 

Child advocates from Rebecca West House and Patricia Giles Centre are working together to develop 

holiday programs that are not only fun for children, but also provide them some skills and resources 

for situations or difficulties they may experience.  During the January holidays the child advocates ran 

two programs that provided skills training and strategies that were identified as helpful to the clients. 

One of these was ‘Calming with Critters’. It focused on giving children the opportunity to participate in 

animal themed activities and experience animal encounters. The idea was to use these activities and 

encounters to teach and reinforce strategies children could use to calm their worries. The other 

‘Managing Emotions through Martial Arts’, was designed to assist young people deal with and 

effectively control feelings of anger, shame and frustration through ‘soft’ martial arts training. 

The planning of both these programs was based on child advocates’ understandings of the clients, 

combined with discussions with other child advocates and 

research and reviews of similar programs or activities. 

This presentation will discuss the impetus behind each of 

the programs, as well as the structure of each of the 

programs, including the resources and activities. The child 

advocates worked with different private, government 

and non-government organisations, including AQWA, 

Department of Sport and Recreation, Southern Cross 

Bujustu Club, Constable Care Foundation and Nearer to 

Nature, during the process of planning and carrying out 

the holiday program. The benefits and challenges of 

these relationships will be outlined, along with the future 

plans for the holiday program.    
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Ms. Mariette Cowley presents on Day 1 on holistic wellbeing 

Presentation Notes 

Ms. Mariette Cowley gave a presentation on holistic wellbeing, and what that means for Aboriginal 

people, especially in the context of family violence. She stated that cultural protocols need to be 

embedded in all agencies strategic plans. She also noted that there needs to be a focus on programs 

which and working, and ceasing programs that are not working. She emphasized that the government 

should not be wasting money on programs that are not effective. 

Presentation Abstract 

Holistic Wellbeing for Victims and Families of Domestic Violence. Mariette Cowley, Aboriginal Family 

Law Services. 

Social and economic benefits to develop social reinvestments initiatives that have real outcomes for 

Indigenous women and families will contribute to the social and economic reimbursements for families 

and government. Organisation’s that have Cultural Security, Cultural Safety and Cultural competencies 

embedded in their strategic plans are more likely to achieve positive outcomes than those that do not 

have those three elements. 

This presentation is for organisation’s to consider the shared vision for the holistic wellbeing of victims 

and families of domestic violence, without this shared vision, our ability to make a difference will 

become spasmodic. The social fabric of the Indigenous individuals and families is focused on a holistic 

vision; this vision is not a new concept for Indigenous people. It is one that goes back and practiced 

for hundreds of years. The only difference is that Indigenous people are now living in an environment 

that has become foreign, an environment that requires Indigenous people to adapt to two worlds. The 

reinvigoration of the Culture is imperative to the holistic wellbeing and one that would be endorsed 

and accepted by the individual and families as this provides a sense of belonging in the two worlds. 

Knowing who you are, were you 

come from and how you can deal 

with and be supported in the 

range of issues affecting the 

individual and family are 

integral to the holistic wellbeing 

framework. Holistic wellbeing 

framework addresses what is 

underpinned in the issues 

individuals and families are 

currently being faced with. 

These issues may stem from 

unresolved grief and trauma, 

removal from family, loss of 

identity through cultural 

dislocation, loss of land and 

culture and racism, 

discrimination and social 

disadvantage.      
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Presentation Notes 

Ms. Deanne Moseley and Ms. Raquel Forbes presented on the Merredin Project. The project is aimed at 

young people aged 16 – 24 who live in regionals areas and are less likely to understand the dynamics of 

violence against women. The project will be continuing into 2015, and this year teachers have been asked 

to engage with the project more, and speak with school students about the impacts of domestic and family 

violence and the use of social media to facilitate abuse. 

Presentation Abstract 

Merredin Project: Building Healthy Relationships. Deanne Moseley & Raquel Forbes, Patricia Giles 

Centre. 

The aim of the ‘Building Healthy Relationships’ program is to facilitate and explore respectful, healthy 

and unhealthy behaviours in relationships. The program was delivered to year 11 students at 

Merredin College, by the Patricia Giles Centre Children’s Counselling Service in August 2014. Student 

sessions were delivered separately for year 11 boys and girls, with two sessions for each gender per 

day.  

The program introduced staff and teens to themes of domestic and family violence, teen dating 

violence, sexual violence and healthy sexual relationships, feelings in relationships, and initiating social 

change in their community. Activities were adapted from Youth and Child Advocate and Educator 

Manual of Activities and Exercise of Children and Youth, to suit the confines of time and specific age 

range for Merredin students. 

The teachers were provided a workshop to provide additional information on the program delivery, 

raise awareness and assist them in developing local resources for rural communities in addressing 

domestic and family violence.  The workshop also aimed at assisting teachers with developing skills to 

talk about family and domestic violence in their community, develop safety plans and work towards 

developing healthy conflict resolution skills for their students. The workshop will discuss the challenges 

of providing an interactive workshop in a school environment. 

Ms. Raquel Forbes and Ms. Deanne Mosley from Pat Giles present at the conference.  
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Day 1, Stream 2: Resources to Suppor t Children & Young People  

Presentation Notes 

Ms. Nell Kuilenburg presented on the Safe from the Start program that tries to initiate conversations with 

children that have experienced violence. It was first developed in the 1980s in Refuges. It includes 

elements such as play therapy using puppets to convey messages to children. The resource kit was 

developed in Tasmania and is now being rolled out nationally. It is also used in men’s behaviours change 

programs too address the impact s of domestic and family violence on children. The program helps 

children to cope with , and work through their experiences of violence. 

  

Presentation Abstract 

Safe from the Start – Listening to the voices of children who have experienced family or domestic 

violence. Nell Kuilenburg, Salvation Army (TAS). 

Safe from the Start is an evidence-based, early intervention project that has developed a national 

voice to the increasing knowledge regarding the impact of witnessing family violence by young 

children.  The project was developed in partnership with UTAS and Swinburne universities (Assoc Prof 

Erica Bell and Dr Angela Spinney) who worked with women’s domestic violence services to develop 

strategies to improve outcomes for children who have witnessed family violence.  The project consists 

of a one-day training program and specialist resource kit containing 35 books, puppets, DVD that 

cover topics including: bullying, violence, a terrible event (within a family or the community), grief and 

loss, being scared, sad or angry, moving house and divorce.  Three special children’s books have been 

published. 

The national training program includes how workers can listen to the voices of children and engage 

with children in ‘activity based play’ in a range of settings including: women’s refuges, schools, 

playgroups, family counselling, support groups, foster care, child protection and has contributed to 

TAFE course modules.   

The project website provides information including national and international evidence-based 

resources and family violence research to encourage services to incorporate the needs of children in 

service delivery. 

www.salvationarmy.org.au/safefromthestart 

The project has been externally evaluated 

resulting in an increased focus on Indigenous 

and CALD issues and receipt of grant for a 

men’s violence research project (UTAS) in 

2015. This project will be of national interest 

and result in an educative training module to 

raise men’s awareness of the impact of violent 

behaviour on their children. 

 

 

 

Safe from the Start resources on display at the 

conference 

http://www.salvationarmy.org.au/safefromthestart
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Andrea Musilin with a 

resource Protective 

Behaviours released last year 

(image from The West 

Australian) 

Presentation Notes 

Ms. Andrea Musilin presented on the Protective Behaviours Program and its benefit in teaching 

children and young people to be safe. Andrea was a very engaging speaker and interacted with the 

delegates well. She gave practical examples of why it is important to teach children about sexual 

abuse in a developmentally appropriate way. Drawing on her own experiences as a former- WA 

Police Officer, she believes in the power of knowledge and teaching children and young people 

about personal body safety to combat messages from perpetrators about keeping secrets about 

abuse. 

Presentation Abstract 

The Importance of Teaching Children to Protect Themselves. Andrea Musilin, Protective Behaviours 

(WA). 

The Protective Behaviours Program is child-focused, and informed by a fundamental belief that 

children have a right to physical and psychological safety at all times, and that service providers, 

individuals, parents, communities and governments must play a part in protecting children of all ages 

and walks of life. 

The Protective Behaviours Program is a highly effective primary child abuse prevention strategy. Over 

past years there has been an increased awareness of all areas of children’s safety, particularly that 

of personal safety. The Protective Behaviours Program seeks to issues of violence and abuse in a 

range of situations – including the family home. Consequently the program has been developed to 

help address issues of Domestic Violence and the effect it has on children. It is a sad reality that 

children need to play an active part in their own safety and as such it is imperative that we teach 

children how to do so in the appropriate ways. 

In addressing the issues of personal safety for children the program aims to empower women and 

children to take a stand against violence. Protective Behaviours WA is primarily committed to 

strengthening the capacity of individuals and organisations s to protect children from sexual abuse 

and physical abuse as such the program has been designed to equip people with the  knowledge and 

tools to shield children from harm. The program focuses on resilience and living skills. 

This presentation will overview the need for such programs in Domestic Violence Services and will also 

briefly explain the 10 Teaching Topics  of the Protective Behaviours Program. 
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Presentation Notes 

Ms. Julie Jackman and Ms. Lynda Diagne co-presented on the Promoting Respect project the Women’s 

Council is currently undertaking and been doing for a few years now. Julie introduced the delegates 

to the Kent Street High School program and the benefits it had to students. She also showed how the 

students took ownership over the program and organised the White Ribbon Day event at their school. 

Julie is now looking to implement the program at Port Community High School this year.  

Lynda gave delegates information more broadly, and tied the project in with national and state 

commitments to end violence against women and children. She is also involved with being the 

facilitator for train-the-trainer where school teachers will be trained on the project and its content, 

and continue to teach it when the Women’s Council have left the school. This will ensure its 

sustainability. 

Presentation Abstract 

Promoting Respect with Young People and Adults. Julie Jackman & Lynda Diagne, Women’s Council for 

Domestic & Family Violence Services (WA). 

The WCDFVS is initiating a Promoting Respect Train the Trainer Program (PRTTT) in July 2015. The 

program itself works within the framework of a Theory of Change, which is a long term early 

intervention strategy for violence prevention education targeted toward children and young people in 

schools. The program involves a collaboration with refuge staff who will become trained in delivering 

violence prevention education modules from a response-based, strengths approach. With a 

sustainability focus it is intended to bring many benefits to communities, including upskilling staff, 

changing cultures and greater safety and well-being in communities long term. The Promoting Respect 

Project (PRP) is a Whole of School Approach and encompasses all members of the school community 

to improve students learning, behaviour and wellbeing. 

The PRP modules provide young people with knowledge, support and resources to make respectful, 

healthy and informed relationship decisions.  By informing young people about what is and isn’t 

acceptable in a respectful, healthy relationship we can better prepare them for their own 

relationships in later life. The three PRP modules cover; Healthy and unhealthy relationships: what is 

strong equal respectful relationships and what is not?; 

Building respectful relationships: a strong equal respectful, 

relationship, how do you make it work?, and; When things 

go wrong: looking after yourself and others. The PRP fosters 

relationships and referral pathways with local domestic 

violence service providers; and works with peer educators 

to raise students’ awareness about domestic and teen 

dating violence and establish a peer led anti-violence 

group. 

 

 

 

 

Julie Jackman showed delegates the 

workshopping they did with students on the 

project, which involved brainstorming using 

post-it notes. 
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Day 1, Stream 3: Therapeutic Suppor ts  

Presentation Notes 

Dr. Alan Campbell presented a practical-based workshop on play therapy for young victims of abuse. 

He noted that research shows that children who have experienced family violence need to be heard 

and believed. He also noted that the unpredictability of their parent’s behaviour was a major factor 

in children’s inability to keep themselves safe. 

He described three approaches: 

1. Child centred approach 

2. Child focused approach 

3. Child inclusive approach 

In any approach, children state that they just like having the opportunity to talk about their 

experiences and for someone to listen and believe them.  

Presentation Abstract 

Therapeutic support for children & young people that have experienced domestic & family violence. 

Dr. Alan Campbell, Curtin University. 

In this workshop we will explore the concerns and issues that children and young people face in living 

with DFV, both within a marriage and following a separation. We will consider the current research 

about children and their responses to DFV and look at a number of therapeutic approaches. 

The workshop will be interactive and participants will be invited to share what has worked for them 

and what has been not so successful. We will explore concepts of child-focused, child-inclusive and 

child-centred work and how to choose between these approaches when working with children and 

young people. The workshop will conclude with a reflection on the strengths of working with children 

and young people who are living, or have lived, with DFV. 

 

Dr. Alan Campbell presents on therapeutically working with young victims of abuse 
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Presentation Notes 

Ms. Rachel Hard presented on play therapy and how children use play to express their emotions. She 

stated that through play, children can express themselves in a very honest and open way. They also 

use toys to convey messages, describe how they are feeling, and act out scenarios.  

The key message was that play therapy helps the child learn that relatio0nship and environments can 

be safe, consistent and predictable.  

Presentation Abstract 

Supporting children exposed to family violence: the role of play therapy in the treatment of relational 

trauma. Rachel Hard, Communicare. 

Family violence is a significant and often traumatic event which impacts on children and their 

development. When a trauma occurs during childhood this threat overwhelms a child and compromises 

their ability to self-regulate. A child’s response to trauma is unique due to lack of ego strength and 

cognitive/emotional distress tolerance abilities that are required to effectively cope with trauma (Van 

Der Kolk, 2007). This violation of sense of safety can result in maladaptive responses such as; sleep 

disturbance, somatic symptoms, regression, hyper-arousal, reactivity, constricted emotions and 

developmental delays. Relational trauma may also subvert normal progression and development of 

self-concept, self-efficacy and self-worth. 

Play therapy has been recognised for its potential to allow children to work through complex, and 

traumatic memories and experiences by utilising developmentally appropriate materials. A child’s 

play is both meaningful and significant as it is their primary means of communication; allowing them to 

express and explore internal conflict. Safety is fostered by creating minimal limits which promotes the 

expression of disturbed feelings and 

thoughts in the playroom (Vicario, Tucker, 

Smith Adcock & Hudgins-Mitchell, 

2013). 

This presentation will outline how Play 

Therapy is utilised to foster safety and 

acceptance within the therapeutic 

relationship for children impacted by 

Family violence and subsequent 

opportunities for the child to 

experience increased self-efficacy 

and self-worth due to the non-directive 

nature which permits and accepts the 

child moving at their own pace. 

Unconditional acceptance of a child 

and their feelings promotes safety and 

connection which encourages and 

supports disclosure and progression 

through traumatic memories and 

experiences. 

  Rachel Hard presents on the benefits of play therapy  
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Day 1, Stream 4: Children & Young People from Diverse Backgrounds  

Presentation Notes 

Ms. Dorinda Cox gave a presentation on applying a cultural lens to child protection. She stated that 

Aboriginal people feel as though they are stuck between ‘two worlds’. The Aboriginal and mainstream 

(white) worlds. She also noted that the Closing the Gap initiative is not working, even after all of this 

time and money that was invested. She defined Family Violence and made connections to overall 

wellbeing (including spiritual wellbeing and connection to land). 

Presentation Abstract 

Applying a cultural lens – supporting Aboriginal young people. Dorinda Cox, Consultant. 

Understanding how culture works and how it’s ever changing, particularly for our children and young 

people.  But in order to understand the present and make steps to build our future we must 

understand the past, more importantly how our history as individuals and collectively has shaped us.  

During this session we will explore the constructs and systems that we live within every day and the 

difficulty many Aboriginal young people have in navigating the two worlds.  I will provide insight into 

the Close the Gap agenda and the importance of family violence in this space.  

Dorinda Cox is an Aboriginal (Noongar) woman from WA, she is a mother of one child - 2 years old, 
with expertise in developing and delivering Aboriginal specific family violence and sexual assault, 
healing and education programs and initiatives.  

Dorinda has previously held these positions; Aboriginal Police Liaison Officer, WA Police; Aboriginal 
Liaison Worker at Perth's Sexual Assault Resource Centre; Project Manager for the Aboriginal Healing 
Project; Project Manager of the Aboriginal Cultural Security Program in WA Department of Health; 
National Program Manager of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women’s Alliance; 
Program Manager of the Ngalla Kaartdijin Noongar Leadership Program for the South West 
Aboriginal Land and Sea Council; Member of the National Council to Reduce Violence Against 
Women and their Children from 2008 to 2009 that produced the Time for Action report and the 
National Plan Implementation Panel; An associate member for Indigenous issues of the National 
Association of Services Against Sexual Violence (NASASV), and; Member of Australian Centre for the 
Study of Sexual Assault (ACSSA)'s Reference Group.  

Dorinda has authored several papers and articles in 
collaboration with others these include;  Working with Indigenous 
Sexual assault victims – 2008; No justice without healing, with 
Mandy Young and Alison Bairnsfather-Scott – 2009, and ; 
Closing the gap on Family Violence; Driving Prevention and 
Intervention though health policy, with Victoria Hovane – 2011. 

In March 2013, Dorinda represented the NGO sector of 
Australia along with other delegates from the Australian Women 
Against Violence Alliance at the Commission on Status of Women 
– Session 57 in New York, USA.  Dorinda presented at two 
parallel events on ‘Using the strengths in Indigenous Communities 
to prevent Violence against Women’ and ‘Primary Prevention 
Tools of Australia to prevent Violence against Women’.  Dorinda 
is an independent consultant and continues to provide services 
and advice to a range of programs and projects.  

Dorinda presents her ‘applying a 

cultural lens’ workshop 
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Presentation Notes 

Ms. Yolanda Strauss and Ms. Marye Wade presented ion their circle of security (COS) program they 

use with CaLD clients and their children. They explain the three basic steps of the COS: 

1. Going out  

2. Coming in 

3. Open hands 

They evaluated a pilot study that found the COS was very beneficial for CaLD women and their 

children.  

Presentation Abstract 

Circle of Security at the intersection of domestic violence and culture. Yolanda Strauss & Marye 

Wade, Multicultural Women’s Advocacy Service. 

We will be discussing the experience in delivering Circle of Security (COS) to a group of culturally 

and linguistically diverse (CALD) women who had experienced domestic violence. COS is a brief 

behavioral and insight-oriented group intervention promoting a secure attachment in the parent-child 

relationship. It combines psycho-educational, cognitive-behavioural, and psychodynamic 

understanding and intervention techniques that are presented in a user-friendly fashion using graphic 

representation of the child’s needs and safe haven in a circle form. It focuses on both the caregiver’s 

internal working models of self and child and on his/her caregiving behaviour and addresses 

particular dyad’s strengths and struggles. 

COS has been used worldwide and is 

believed to be effective in enhancing 

attachment security between parents 

and children. However, few studies 

have looked at testing the effectiveness 

of this therapeutic model on vulnerable 

groups that are predisposed to a 

disorganised attachment due to 

psychological or environmental factors. 

Particularly, while domestic violence is 

believed to be an assault on the 

caregiving system and to interfere with 

sensitive parenting, the literature on the 

relationship between mothers and 

children post domestic violence is very 

scarce. Furthermore, there are few 

resources available on the application 

of COS for parents from a multicultural 

background, who may hold different 

perspectives on how to raise a child. 

Qualitative evaluation of this pilot 

project provides a rich insight onto the 

intersectionality of culture, domestic 

violence and attachment. 

 

Marye Wade (left) and Yolanda Strauss (right) presenting on 

the COS with colourful workshop materials on the tables. 
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ABSTRACTS & BIOGRAPHIES: DAY TWO 

Day 2, Stream 1: Why do men choose to be violent against women and 

children? 

Presentation Notes 

In Ms. Maggie Woodhead’s presentation, she urges delegates to ask a question every time they make a 

decision on a client’s case, or work with a client: “is this response going to be helpful for the child?”. She 

really wanted to get delegates to reflect on their own practice, and also question their practice in the 

context of child safety and wellbeing. Maggie noted that during her time working with perpetrators, it is 

usually not the image of the powerful and strong that they portray as how they are really feeling. In her 

experience, perpetrators usually actually feel very weak, vulnerable and fearful that the strong women 

they lean on will end up leaving them, and then they will feel as though they cease to exist. 

Presentation Abstract 

Understanding perpetrators in order to improve the lives of those they terrorise. Maggie Woodhead, 

Department of Health. 

“It’s not because I’m acting out how big and powerful I am, I do it because I feel small and pathetic and 

useless”.  

The evidence from Australia and overseas regarding the efficacy of intervention programs for   

perpetrators of domestic violence gives little cause for hope.   An evaluation of the NSW Domestic 

Violence Intervention Court Model (Rodwell & Smith, 2008) found that there was no reduction in recidivism 

across different sites. Likewise a yet-to-be-released review of this State’s FDV Court Program has been 

reported to have similar findings.   This apparent inability of workers to effect positive change amongst 

this potentially very dangerous group of people has severe safety implications for their victims. Partners 

frequently cite ‘attendance at a Perpetrators Program’ as indicative of positive change sufficient for them 

to consider re-establishing a relationship.  Evidence of DV program attendance is frequently used in 

Family Court proceedings to demonstrate the capacity of the perpetrator to care safely for his children; 

resulting in unsupervised access, shared custody and even primary residency.   

This paper will present a view from practice as to why some men choose to engage in an ongoing and 

purposeful pattern of tactics that  

intimidate, control and instil fear. It is 

the contention of this presentation 

that such an understanding 

enables those who work with 

these men, and/or  with their 

adult and child victims to increase 

the possibility of positive change 

and to likewise increase the 

safety of adult and child victims.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maggie uses a prop to 

demonstrate the importance of 

always putting children first and 

considering their best interests in 

every case. 



Post-Conference Report 

  

 

Presentation Notes 

Rob Andrew gave a presentation on working with men who abuse children. He uses the Nurturing Tree for 

My Children approach to working with them. He asks them: “what good fruits do you want your children to 

bear?”, and “what nutrients will you provide for their growth?”. 

He also noted some restraining ideas that stopped men from being the fathers they want to be: 

1. Male stereotypes and what a ‘real’ man looks like 

2. Thinking that only women look after children – gender roles 

3. Thinking that they do not need to change i.e. ‘what you see is what you get’ 

4. Men are always right – women are always wrong 

5. Women and children are possessions of men  

Presentation Abstract 

What stops men being the fathers they aspire to be? Robert Andrew, Relationships Australia. 

He was looking through a check list ‘My hopes for my children’. Part way through tears came to his eyes 

and he stopped. Asked about his tears he said, ‘That list is what I want but I’m not doing it am I’. It was 

something of a shocked realisation. Our conversation then became about what was stopping him or 

restraining him from being the Dad he aspired to be which in his case had a lot to do with his relationship 

to alcohol.  

This presentation will question the belief that men who perpetrate abuse lack parenting skills. The focus 

will be on exposing what restrains men from being the father’s they aspire to be. These restraints are 

found in the dominant discourses on masculinity that are so readily available to men.  Once exposed and 

with their effects explored a man may take a position against his restraining beliefs and attitudes towards 

parenting. Thus reducing the mismatch between his stated hopes and his behaviours.  

 
 

Rob Andrew presents in Stream 1 of the second day on working with perpetrators 
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Day 2, Stream 2: Programs for Perpetrators  

Presentation Notes 

Mr. Gary Smith spoke about his work in the Breathing Space program for perpetrators. The perpetrators 

all live in the same accommodation together and through group work, their attitudes and behaviours are 

challenged. There was some concern from Prof. Humphreys that this type of situation could act in the 

opposite way by breeding a culture of anti-women sentiment and group acceptance of violence against 

women (and children). There was also concern form another delegate that the program has not been 

tested to see if it was working, i.e. the men were not followed-up post-program to see if they were re-

offending. Gary did mentioned that the perpetrators would try to make excuses for their use of violence, 

and say that they are bad partners but good fathers. He challenges them on this believe and says that 

some come to realise the oxymoron.  

Presentation Abstract 

Engaging Perpetrators in a Residential Program. Gary Smith, Communicare. 

Communicare have engaged Family and Domestic Violence perpetrators in the Breathing Space 

program.  A unique residential therapeutic community, this behaviour change initiative supports staff 

to actively encourage our clients to take responsibility and to be accountable for their choices. The 

24/7 approach provides opportunities for our clients to witness appropriate behaviour as modelled 

by our staff and progressing residents in addition to opportunities for clients to make different life 

choices in a relatively safe environment. Sustained behaviour change takes considerable time, the 12 

weeks at Breathing Space is just long enough for clients to form a foundation, and they can then build 

on this as they move forward with the changes they have indicated they wish to make. Many clients 

who apply to be assessed for the program are deemed ‘not suitable’ at this time, this is due in the 

main to current alcohol and/or other drug miss-use and un-met mental health needs, both of which 

severely impact on the clients ability to engage in behaviour change. 

This presentation will detail two initiatives at Communicare Breathing Space to address both of these 

issues, a “Transition In” pilot and a “Transitional Support (out)” program. 

These are significant changes that will increase our direct case managed support for many men and 

will provide to these men, over 12 months of direct contact thus encouraging sustained behaviour 

change.  

 
Gary Smith speaks about the Commincare Breathing Space program at the conference 
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Presentation Notes 

Ms Zoe Tierney spoke with delegates about her work at Commuicare working with perpetrators. She 

noted that even thought a lot of delegates had experience working with the children and mothers, she did 

not. She worked mainly with perpetrators. She gave an overview of the impacts of domestic and family 

violence on children and young people and explained her role in working with male offenders. 

Presentation Abstract 

Working with Perpetrators to improve the Wellbeing of Children and Adolescents. Zoe Tierney, 

Communicare. 

While not directly involved in providing support to children and adolescents who have been exposed to or 

experienced domestic violence, perpetrator programs play an important role in improving their 

wellbeing.  There is an evolving body of literature pertaining to the significant role father’s play within 

their children’s lives.  Children whose fathers are absent or who have problematic relationships with their 

father are found to be less adjusted and demonstrate decreased resilience than peers with positive 

relationships with their fathers (with relatively frequent contact).  By engaging perpetrators it is possible to 

not only challenge their attitudes and beliefs which underlie their use of violent behaviours but also to 

support them to increase their responsibility taking for their 

behaviour and to acknowledge the impact this may likely have 

had on their children. 

Families without Fear is one program run by Communicare as 

part of the organisations community response to Family and 

Domestic Violence.  While accessible to any individual who 

identifies as having used abusive practices within their intimate 

or family relationships, our main body of clients are drawn 

from the criminal justice system.  We actively participate within 

the Family Violence Court, the specialist court in which a 

number of key stakeholders work collaboratively to improve 

the safety and wellbeing of victims (namely women and 

children).  Fathering and being a father is a theme which is 

often raised by clients.  The following presentation compares 

our approach and working model to those found within the 

literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoe Teirney addresses the delegates 

in Stream 2 on Day 2 and talks about 

her work with perpetrators 
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Day 2, Stream 3: The benefits to children and young people of  

addressing DFV in the workplace  

Presentation Notes 

Ms. Tunya Petridis presented on the Royal Commission into Institutional Child Sexual Abuse and how 

organisations can ensure that their workplaces are safe for children and young people. She notes that at 

least two cases under investigation occurred in the last 10 years.  

Tunya mentioned two main points that organisations should consider: 

1. Be inquisitive and have an open mind and investigate new things 

2. Build safer organisations for children by creating an organizational firewall 

 

Presentation Abstract 

Remembering and forgetting: the dynamics of child sexual abuse. Tunya Petridis, Anglicare WA. 

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sex Abuse is helping to change the conversation 

that we have about child abuse and the ramifications for the human services sector are likely to be far 

reaching.  The expectation that organisations are safe for children and that information about child abuse 

is reported and shared appropriately is likely to become increasingly important to how we work. To set 

the scene, this presentation will look at a case study from the Royal Commission that is from events that 

occurred in an organisation in 2009.  It will also look at the challenge of making organisations child safe 

and a recent experience in a local service where child safety was potentially compromised.   

The presentation will also look more generally at the tendency to discount and disbelieve children when 

they disclose abuse.  A case study from the Family Court of WA will illustrate the challenge faced in a 

court setting of listening to and responding to children’s disclosures of abuse. The intention behind this 

presentation is to have a frank and fearless conversation about child abuse; the importance of believing 

children when they disclose; and the crucial role professionals have in making sure that this information is 

shared and followed up so that children and young people are safe. There will be an opportunity to talk 

with other participants about how to make your own organisation safer for children. 

Please note, there is some case material 

in this presentation that talks explicitly 

about child sexual abuse and this may 

be distressing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tunya Petridis from 

Anglicare presents on 

Day 2 

http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/
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Presentation Notes 

Ms. Tracey Hennessey and Ms. Chirssy Armstrong co-presented on Day 2. They spoke about how agencies, 

such as Refuges, are becoming more involved in taking on students to undertake placements and develop 

problem-based learning (PBL) skills that only comes from practical experience. This aims to enhance the 

highly-skilled problem solvers by enabling them to critically think  about problems and become more self-

aware professionals. 

They stated that they see an increasing amount of university graduates enrolling in West Coast Institute to 

complete diplomas in order to gain work experience. By providing practical experience and ongoing 

training in the workplace, this will help to ensure that domestic and family violence does not ‘slip under the 

radar’ and keeps the protection of children in the forefront of students sand practitioners minds. 

 

Presentation Abstract 

Skills, insight and training: How community workers can really help young people in need. Tracey Hennessy 

& Chrissy Armstrong, West Coast Institute. 

The impact of violence on children is well recognised and the subsequent societal consequence of enduring 

violence in the home is evidenced by the bulging demands for homelessness, mental health as well drug 

and alcohol services for young people. Many children live in homes whereby violence remains 

unchallenged. Families who access services that are not primary FDV services often experience workers 

who are not comfortable, or feel well equipped enough to intervene or provide the necessary support and 

information which is practical, safe and engaging.  

This presentation will discuss how to ensure workers across the community services are skilled in the 

identification of family and domestic violence and have the appropriate knowledge and abilities to 

support young victims. Current practice, innovative opportunities and stepping outside of the square are 

all strategies to consider, when truly embracing a holistic approach to tackling violence within the home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tracey and Chrissy present on Day 2 of the conference 
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Day 2, Stream 4: Responses to abuse 

Presentation Notes 

Mr. Peter Wright spoke about Adults Surviving Child Abuse (ASCA) and what they can offer to 

delegates. He made reference to a film produced by ASCA on trauma-informed care and played it 

for the delegates. He showed delegates how to access a copy of guidelines ASCA has written on their 

website. He also mentioned how he remembers being abused as a child. 

Presentation Abstract 

Supporting Adult Survivors of Childhood Trauma and Abuse. Peter Wright, Adults Surviving Child 

Abuse. 

An introduction to ASCA’s services and their trauma informed care and practice approach will be 

provided. The presentation will include navigation of the ASCA website www.asca.org.au . The 

website includes a series of short videos:  

 Becoming Trauma Informed (for Anyone in the workplace) 

 Responding to Adult Survivors of Complex Trauma (Primary Care Practitioners) 

 Towards Recovery (for Survivors) 

 Working Clinically with Adult Survivors of Complex Trauma (for Health Professionals) 

 Supporting Recovery (for Family, Friends, Partners & Loved Ones) 

One of these videos will be viewed during the presentation. You will also be shown where to access 

the free download of ASCA’s Practice Guidelines for Treatment of Complex Trauma and Trauma 

Informed Care and Service Delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Peter Wright presents on ASCA at the conference 

http://www.asca.org.au/
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Presentation Notes 

Detective Senior Constable Simon Tomkins gave an overview of the Online Child Exploitation Investigations 

carried out by his squad. The amount of convictions they had last year in WA was 75. This was done with 

just an 8-person team in the entire squad looking to convict perpetrators online. Since 2004, the WA 

Police have had a 100% conviction rate in catching and charging perpetrators.  

Simon also drew the delegates attention to the international crisis that involves exploiting children online 

and how Australia needs to work with other countries (i.e. INTERPOL) to address this issue. 

Simon also showed delegates a video of a perpetrator that was ‘upskirting’ women and children. He 

would place a video recorder on his shoe and film up females skirts. 

Presentation Abstract 

An insight to police investigations on the fight against online child exploitation. Detective Senior Constable 

Simon Tomkins, WA Police. 

This presentation will address the Online Child Exploitation Investigations, provide an insight to online 

grooming and procuring offences and challenges of police within social media networks, outline 

investigative practices once a child discloses an offence has occurred online, give some parental / 

guardian advice on children and social networking and its dangers, and present a short case study of an 

online Investigation. 

 

 

 
Simon Tomkins presents on online child exploitation at the conference 
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LESSONS LEARNT/DELEGATE FEEDBACK 

The following information has been collected from delegates that attended the conference over the 

two days or on either of the one-days (25th or 26th March 2015). Delegates were asked: 

What did you find most relevant for you about the conference and why? 

Many found all of the presentations relevant and interesting for them, but special mention was given 

to: Play Therapy – Alan Campbell; The PATRICIA Project – Statistics, the effects of DV on the mothers 

ability to provide quality parenting; Holistic wellbeing – Mariette gave me an understanding of 

culture/spirituality; Perpetrator accountability in CP – a good understanding of processes and future 

framework; Resources from Nell at Salvation Army; The Parkerville therapeutic overview was very 

interesting and also the information on the current research and findings; I found the DPP process very 

interesting; Our Watch was good at giving information about nationwide approaches to primary 

prevention around DV and the connection to the NPVAW in the YouTube clip; Applying a cultural lens 

from Dorinda Cox was great; Circle of Security was great; Maggie’s session on why men choose to be 

violent against women and children helped to have a better understanding about why men are violent 

against women and children and how I can reflect on that knowledge while working with clients, and; 

Protective Behaviours – Andrea Musilin. 

 

What topic or subject from today’s workshop, if any, would you like to see expanded upon? 

Many delegates commented that they would like to hear more about Aboriginal Family Violence and 

factors affecting wellbeing, i.e. colonisation. Practical workshop sessions were also popular, including; 

Circle of Security and Play therapy. Several deleagtes wantd to hear more about the legal processes 

and the developments of the ODPP, i.e. how they are looking to work with Parkerville. Many were also 

interested in the DCPFSs vision for the future of child protection in WA. 

 

How do you think the conference could be improved for next time? 

A large portion of the delegates would have liked more hands-on workshops. Lectures on theory and 

policy aer obviously useful, but afternoon sessions that got the delegates interacting (and staying 

focused and engaged) would have been great. 

 

Your feedback is importance to us.  If you have any other comments, please write them here.  

 I enjoyed the conference and found it difficult to choose between streams 

 Some presentations felt rushed and left no time for questions 

 The content over the two days was a lot more broad that the title suggested 

 Staff did an amazing job 

 Noise could have been reduced – difficult to hear 

 I was expecting more Aboriginal people and agencies at this forum – why the low numbers? 

 More information from the WA Police 

 Safety for women and children when going through the family court process 
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LESSONS LEARNT/STAFF FEEDBACK 

The following information has been collected from staff that attended the conference over the two 

days or on either of the one-days (25th or 26th March 2015). Staff were asked: 

What did you think of the presenters and their chosen topics? i.e. were they good presenters 

generally, were the topics relevant to supporting children and young people? Etc. 

 All the presenters were well prepared and knowledgeable. They all lent themselves well to the 

theme of supporting children and young people. 

 I didn’t get to see everything, but what I did see it was relevant information for the topic of the 

event, and there was a good body of useful material, which should be useful to most people. 

(A lot of people asked if PP presentations where on USB, so that tell me they found the 

information valuable) 

 Without having specific knowledge of the nature of their work I would say the topics were 

relevant and informative.  I was sitting with or near three Advocates/CSWs so my comments 

are also reflective of their comments throughout the two days. 

 Some presenters were better than others ie more comfortable with public speaking/using 

microphones and could project their voices so that, despite the poor sound system, they could 

make themselves heard.   

 Zoe was too quiet & not sure of point; Gary not very dynamic but info good; Peter was 

charming but more survivor that health professional which he did explain himself; Simon ok but 

neede a call to action 

 

What did you think of the way it was run? i.e. did you like that there were two streams?, did you 

like that each session went for 40mins? Did you like that they were more lecture-based 

presentations? Etc. 

 Streams should have been announced at the beginning of each session; numerous people were 

confused on what was going on and who was presenting. A lot of delegates expressed their 

opinion regarding the length, and for some presenters this was true; the time allotted was not 

enough to fully grasp some concepts (Dorinda Cox’s presentation etc).  

 The two streams was a good idea and gave everyone a choice although some stronger 

speakers had majority of people leaving the other speaker with a small audience. 

 I think two streams is fine (ie normal for a conference), but comments were that delegates 

would like to have attended both.  I think the organisations that sent more than one delegate 

organised themselves so that they had one in each room.  Regarding the workshops, one is 

better than two as the presenters were very rushed. I think it would be more respectful to their 

professional capacity (and the amount of preparation they had to do) if they were given 

sufficient time.  While there is so much which could be said, sometimes less is more. 

 The ones on day 2 I saw had enough time. 
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What did you think of the venue, including; the room layouts; the venue’s IT capacity, and; 

catering? 

 The venue is good, easy to get to etc. However, was clearly disappointed with the service of 

Thompkins regarding afternoon tea - their withholding of milk was not appreciated by a lot of 

delegates.  

 The Room layouts where good and spacious, food was nice, and IT good except we always 

have problems with sounds there, so I think getting out own stand/Mic and cables is a good 

idea. 

 Venue settting is beautiful.  Tompkins room is fine if only the first half is used as the sound does 

not carry to the back of the room.  I liked having the catering in the river room but I’m not sure 

how noisy that was for those in that room. I always find the noise levels in the Tompkins Room 

from the toilet doors and setting/clearing up of the catering to be intrusive. 

 Not a fan of the venue, sound not good , catering always a bit tight, too much light contrast 

for photos 

 

 

What topic or subject from the conference did you personally find interesting and would like to 
see the WCDFVS run in the future? 

 Simon Tompkins, Ms. Amanda Forrester and Prof. Cathy Humphreys where speakers I enjoyed 
the most but overall everyone was pretty good. 

 Dorinda Cox; Simon Tompkins; Alan Campbell etc.  

 I enjoyed Mariette Cowley’s presentation.  I think the more we do to highlight Aboriginal 
issues, the better.  We could hear much more from Dr Alan Campbell.  Robert Andrew was 
excellent, as was Tunya Petrides.  Tracey Hennessy and Chrissy Armstrong were fantastic as 
were Lara Fergus and Emma Partridge.  Their session, in particular, seemed very rushed and I 
think there would have been many questions for them if they had more time. Amanda’s ODPP 
session was very informative and could be included in a DV & The Law training perhaps, as 
could Mariette’s.  I found Maggie Woodhead’s challenging, but good to learn of the work she 
is doing.  I really enjoyed them all!! 
 

 
 
Did you get any feedback from delegates about the conference that suggested they liked the 

conference, if so, what was this? 

 People reactions and some laughter at times indicated to me they enjoyed the conference, and 

there was question asked by audience to the speakers, and people asking about having the 

information to take home means they were interested in what was said. People like the pen 

USB 

 Everyone had positive feedback about all the speakers 

 As mentioned above, those around me enjoyed it, but would like to have been able to split 

themselves in two so that they didn’t miss anything.  I kept reminding them that they should 

keep an eye out on the Members Only section of the Website for coverage of some of the 

sessions they missed. 

 Stacey Collins was really happy it ran to time, goldfields ladies & nell LOVED andrea – 

protective behaviours, everyone who came to the stall on day 2 said they were enjoying the 

day. Hesta guy – day 2 was happy with the conversations that he had even though not many. 
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Did you get any feedback from delegates about the conference that suggested they thought it 

could be improved, if so, what was this? 

 Only the sound 

 From the main room I did get a couple complaints about the Mic, it was turned up to max.(day 

2 they changed the chord and sound improved) Some people projected there voice into the 

Mic, (for example Variety Club) using it , and others where softer spoken or where not sure 

about how to use the that particular mic. Apart from that I didn’t get any other feedback 

about improvements. 

 Less presentations/workshops – with more time for each to allow for more questions. 

Complaints about the sound quality from those sitting at the back of the Tompkins Room. 

 Not to me. Did hear one lady say “behind yesterday, infront today” because she was being 

called in from morning tea 

 

 

In hindsight, what changes would you have made to improve the conference we just had?  

 Find out who needs sounds for their presentations; Try to minimize everyone seeing one 

speaker at same time by maybe having similar style topics/speakers in same time slot; On the 

breaks see if we can get some better ventilation in main room, or open blind temporarily; 

Bring long cables so speakers can use laptops easily in Room 2; Bring own Mic and Stand; 

Overall a good conference. 

 Better sound quality in room 1; MILK for arvy tea; better registration process  

 Definitely factor into the budget the cost of a courier to deliver the resources to the venue.  

This would alleviate pressure on staff to arrive on time as traffic is often an unforeseen 

inhibitor.  It would also eliminate any accident or illness which may arise, and save on possible 

OSH issues related to carrying or shifting heavy resources. Streamline registration process, 

especially if larger numbers are in attendance and/or conference/training is for more than 

one day.  Have delegates sign in each day as was the case for the Counselling Training at 

WCIT last September. 

 I would have remembered to pack the hurt & what is dv? Booklets. 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Bernie, Carolyn, Simi and 

 Stephen for providing their feedback. 
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APPENDIX: PROGRAM FOR DAY 1 OF THE CONFERENCE: 25TH MARCH 

Time   

08.30am Register At front desk 

09.00am Welcome & General Information Anne Moore, Chair WCDFVS, Conference MC 

09.10am Welcome to Country Ms. Oriel Green, Noongar Elder 

09.15am Official Opening 
Launch of Keeping Kids Safe website 
  

Hon. Helen Morton 
Minister for Mental Health; Disability Services; Child 
Protection 

09.25am Key Note Speaker 1 
The PATRICA Project: Pathways And Research In 

Collaborative Inter-Agency working  

Prof. Cathy Humphreys 
Professor of Social Work, University of Melbourne 

10.20am Phil Croot 
Variety WA 

10.25am Sarah Anderson 
Honours Research Project: Safety planning with women and children experiencing domestic violence 

Curtin University 

10.30am  Morning Tea 

  Stream 1 
REFUGES AND OTHER FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICES 

Stream 2 
RESOURCES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 

10.50am 
  

Dr. Meredith Green & 
Karis Clements 

Patricia Giles Centre 

Holiday Program – Skills and 
strategies…not forgetting 
fun! 

Nell Kuilenburg 
Salvation Army (TAS) 

  

Safe from the Start –  
Listening to the voices of 
children who have 
experienced family or 
domestic violence 

11.30am Mariette Cowley 

Aboriginal Family Law    
Services 

Holistic Wellbeing for      
Victims and Families of   
Domestic Violence 

Andrea Musilin 
Protective Behaviours (WA) 

The Importance of 
Teaching Children to 
Protect Themselves 

12.10pm Deanne Moseley &  
Raquel Forbes 

Patricia Giles Centre 

Merredin Project: Building 
Healthy Relationships 

Julie Jackman &  
Lynda Diagne 

Women’s Council for 
Domestic & Family Violence 

Services (WA) 

Promoting Respect with 
Young People and Adults 

12.50pm Lunch 

1.50pm Key Note Speakers 2 
A closer look at Child Sexual Abuse and the Child        

Advocacy Centre model: considerations for policy and 
practice   

Ms. Natalie Hall and Ms. Amanda Paton 
Directors 
Parkerville Children and Youth Care 

  Stream 3 
THERAPEUTIC SUPPORTS 

Stream 4 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE FROM DIVERSE 

BACKGROUNDS 

02.50pm 
  

Dr. Alan Campbell 
Curtin University 

Therapeutic support for 
children and young people 
that have experienced 
domestic and family violence 

Dorinda Cox 
Consultant 

Applying a cultural lens - 
Supporting young 
Aboriginal people 

03.20pm Rachel Hard 
Communicare 

Supporting children exposed 
to family violence: the role of 
play therapy in the treatment 
of relational trauma 

Yolanda Strauss &  
Marye Wade 

Multicultural Women’s 
Advocacy Service 

Circle of Security at the 
intersection of domestic 
violence and culture 

03.50pm Conclusions & Invite to Sundowner 
  

Anne Moore & Angela 
Hartwig, Chair & CEO, 
WCDFVS 

04.00pm    
onwards 

Networking & Sundowner 
  

  



Post-Conference Report 

  

 

PROGRAM FOR DAY 2 OF THE CONFERENCE: 26TH MARCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time   

09.00am Welcome Angela Hartwig 
CEO, WCDFVS 
Conference MC 

09.10am Key Note Speaker 3 
Perpetrator Accountability in Child Protection 

Practice 

Dr. Nicole Leggett 
Manager DFV Unit 
Department for Child Protection & Family Support  

10.10am Morning Tea 
  

  Stream 1 
WHY DO MEN CHOOSE TO BE VIOLENT AGAINST 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN? 

Stream 2 
PROGRAMS FOR PERPETRATORS 

10.30am 
  

Maggie Woodhead 
Department of Health 

(WA) 

Understanding 
perpetrators in order to 
improve the lives of 
those they terrorise 

 Gary Smith 
 Communicare 

Engaging Perpetrators in 
a Residential Program 

11.10am Robert Andrew 
Relationships Australia 

  

What stops men being 
the fathers they aspire 
to be? 

Zoe Tierney 
Communicare 

Working with 
Perpetrators to improve 
the wellbeing of children 
and adolescents 

11.50pm Key Note Speakers 4 
Development of the new National Framework to Prevent Violence Against Women and their Children  

Dr. Lara Fergus and Dr. Emma Partridge 
OurWatch 

12.50pm Lunch 

01.50pm 
  

Key Note Speaker 5 
Domestic and Family Violence Prosecutions 

 – How are you involved?  

Ms. Amanda Forrester 
Senior Public Prosecutor 
Department for Public Prosecutions  

  Stream 3 
THE BENEFITS TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

OF ADDRESSING DFV IN THE WORKPLACE 

Stream 4 
RESPONSES TO ABUSE 

02.50pm Tunya Petridis 
Anglicare WA 

  

Remembering and 
forgetting: the dynamics 
of child sexual abuse 

Peter Wright             

Adults Surviving Child Abuse 

Supporting Adult 
Survivors of Childhood 
Trauma and Abuse 

03.30pm Tracey Hennessy & 
Chrissy Armstrong 

West Coast Institute 
  

Skills, insight & training: 
how community workers 
can really help young 
people in need 

Simon Tomkins 
WA Police  

An insight to Police 
investigations on the fight 
against online child 
exploitation 

04.00pm Conclusions & Close of Conference 
  

Angela Hartwig & Anne Moore 
CEO & Chair, WCDFVS 
Conference MCs 
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GRAPHIC SUMMARY OF DELEGATE AGENCY ORIGINS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

32%

29%

19%

11%

9%

Delegates Agencies of Origin

Other NGOs

Refuges Across WA

Government Agencies

WCDFVS

Academic Institutions

The conference was organised mainly for practitioners from Refuges across WA, and also those in other 

domestic and family violence services. The main attendees were from Refuges and other NGOs in the community. 
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Women’s Council for Domestic & Family Violence Services (WA) 

“To ensure that all women and children live free of domestic and family violence”. 

 
 
 

PO Box 281, West Perth, WA, 6872. 
(08) 9420 7264 

info@womenscouncil.com.au  
www.womenscouncil.com.au 

mailto:info@womenscouncil.com.au
http://www.womenscouncil.com.au/

